Over the past few years, the existing patterns of care for the mentally handicapped have been subjected to a great deal of criticism. The accommodation provided has come under close scrutiny and arguments about demand and resources are open-ended. The approach for the Sheffield Feasibility Study was to fully assess the problem, starting from first principles. In 1969 a multi-disciplinary team of administrators, doctors (psychiatrist and paediatrician), nurses, social workers and architects from the Department undertook an analysis of the problems of early identification, comprehensive assessment and re-assessment, the provision of training, medical and social services, and accommodatipn.
It was agreed that the team should consider simultaneous co-ordinated and comprehensive planning in both the hospital and community sectors of services and explore the problems of introducing a pattern of service based on district general hospitals instead of specialist hospitals for the mentally handicapped. The object would be to design a service incorporating up to date ideas which could be evaluated in practice, rather than to design a model service to be copied generally.
The implications of these findings were studied in relation to a specific urban area 
